
101 Ways to Write a Short Story  • A Lifetime of Health & Fitness • A Model United Nations Simulation

Using the Internet • A Shakespeare Who-Dun-It • Academic Writing • Aeronautics and Space Travel •

Algebra and Geometry • Algebra for the Rest of Us: It's Not Just a Formula Section 1 • Algebra I •

Algebra II • American Foreign Policy • American History • American Music Heritage • American Popula

Music • Anatomy & Physiology  • AP Biology • AP Calculus AB • AP Economics • AP European History •

AP German • AP Physics C • AP Statistics • Aquaculture Science • Architecture • Around the World in

80 Days • Art and the Internet • Art History • Artists and the 20th Century • Astronomy • Aviation 101 •

Aviation History • Basic Chemistry • Beyond Today • Bioethics Symposium • Biology • Biology II •

Biotechnology • Building in the New Millennium . . . Databases, That Is! • Business and Personal Law •

Business Marketing and the Internet • Business Quality Management • Calculus • Calculus for Busine

• Career Awareness for the New Millennium • Caribbean Art History • Careers • Censorship in Literatu

• Chemistry II • Civil Liberties and the Constitution • Computational Science and Engineering Using

Java • Constitutional Law • Contemporary American Poetry • Contemporary Irish Literature • Creating

a Virtual Museum Exhibit • Creating Art History • Creative Writing for People Who Mean It • Culture an

British Literature • Cultural Anthropology • Current Issues in American Law and Justice •

CyberReporting • Democracy in America? • Desktop Publishing • DNA Technology • Earth 2020 • Eart

Dynamics • Eastern and Western Thought • Economics • Economics and Free Enterprise • Electricity

and Electronics • Employability Skills • Engineering Principles • English 10 • English 9 •

Entrepreneurship • Environmental Chemistry • Environmental Science • Environmental Science-The

World Around Us • Epidemics • Ethics and Environmental Chemistry • Evolution and the Nature of

Science • Expanding Artistic Vision Through Photography • Explorando culturas hispanas a través d

Internet • Exploration of American Literature and History in the 1920s • Exploring the International

Business World • Exploring Themes in African-American Literature • Film and Literature • Folklore an

Literature of Myth, Magic, and Ritual • Fractals • Genes and Disease • Geology • German Cyber

Adventure (Deutsches Cyberabenteuer) • Ghoulies, Ghosties, and Long-Legged Beasties • Gods of

CNN • Health • Hearts of Darkness • Heroes • Historic Journalism • History • History and Biography •

History and Pop Music • History and the Silver Screen • History of Mathematics • History of

Photography • Human Anatomy And Physiology • If You Build It, Will It Stand?: Designing Structures &

Understanding  Stress OLD • Informal Geometry: A Construction Approach • Information Technology

Issues • Integrated Mechanical Physics with Logical Reasoning • Intermediate Accounting •

International Diplomacy • Introduction to Computer Programming • Introduction to HTML • Introductio

to Java Programming • Introduction to Local Government • Introduction to Microbiology • Introduction

to Programming in Visual Basic • Introduction to the Human Body • Invertebrate Biology • Investing in

the Stock Market • Is Romance Dead? • Java Programming Basics for the Internet • Kindergarten

Apprentice Teacher • Learning to Invest in the Stock Market • Lewis and Clark's Expedition • Life

Decisions Made using Probability • Life, the Universe, and Everything • Literature Meets Nature •

Literature of Charles Dickens • Literature of the Vietnam War Era • Logic, Deductive Reasoning and

Proof • Math in the Real World: Measuring the Earth • Math You Can Use In College • Mathematical

Models with Applications • Mathematical Problem Solving and Deductive Reasoning • Mathematical

Reasoning and Logic • Mathematics and Technology Connections • Meeting America on the

Appalachian Trail • Meteorology • Mighty Mathematicians • Military History and Theory • Modern

Classics, Living Authors • Multicultural Literature • Music Appreciation and Composition • Music

Composition and Arranging • Music Listening and Critique • My Theater History • Mythology • Nuclear

Physics • Number Theory • Number Theory Section 1 • Parenting in the Twenty-First Century •

Peacemaking • Pearl Harbor to the Atomic Bomb •

Personal Finance • Perspectives in Health •

Perspectives in Health Section 1 • Poetry Writing •

Poet: The Voice of the People is Their Poetry •

Political Science Honors • Practical Law • Preveterinary Medicine • Programming a Robot Arm Using

Visual Basic • Project Sail • Psychology - An Introduction • Psychology II • Rising Entrepreneurs • Satir

Through the Ages • Screenwriting Fundamentals • Shakespeare in Films • Solving the Puzzle of Engli

Grammar • Space Technology On-Line • Spanish 5 • Survey of African American Literature/History •

Technology and Multimedia • Technology to Make the Grade • The Holocaust • The Sunday New York
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F R O M  T H E  C H I E F  E X E C U T I V E  O F F I C E R

During this fiscal year, VHS successfully grew from a grant-
funded operation into a fiscally sound non-profit organization. In
a year infused with unsettling economic news, this was no small
accomplishment. But circumstances have only reinforced our
commitment to and belief in the strength of our status as a non-
profit. Unlike for-profit corporate online course developers, the
bottom line at VHS is about offering our member schools the
highest quality courses at the lowest possible price. We are
beholden only to our goals of high instructional standards,
responsiveness to our member schools, and affordability.
Building a sustainable non-profit focused on success—from stu-
dent performance and teacher professional development to new
member orientation and technical support—is our challenge and
our vision. Our track record speaks for itself.  Our VHS member
schools serve over 190,000 students, and we maintain a greater
than 90% completion rate for students in their VHS NetCourses.
This year’s member fees supported all VHS operations, including
NetCourses, online professional development courses, technical
services and support, administrative and management services, as
well as marketing and communication. Our success is a testament
to our vision and our focused attention to affordability.

At the same time, VHS, Inc. has remained focused on the
educational benefits to students in our online courses. Students
are able to pick from a pool of experienced teachers who not only
have instructional expertise, but who have completed the “gold
standard” in professional development for online instructors.
Schools have also made better use of their existing technology in
educationally sound ways. These efforts have been recognized by
the NCAA Initial-Eligibility Clearinghouse, which approved the
core academic courses offered by VHS for NCAA eligibility. Our
innovative online education was also recognized by an interna-
tional jury and awarded the Stockholm Challenge Award 2001,
which recognizes projects that make good use of information
technology and result in a positive impact on people’s lives.  In
making the award to VHS, the jurors stated that Virtual High
School was a tested, sustainable program that could be used
worldwide.  The jury “was strongly impressed by the project’s
cooperative model that gives schools access to resources and train-
ing in exchange for them creating and sharing their own resources
online.”

Recognition by the Stockholm Challenge was gratifying, but
VHS continues to face the real challenge of explaining to schools
not only why VHS is an effective teaching tool but how to inte-
grate VHS into an existing school curriculum and use it as a sup-
plementary learning option. To this end, we worked closely this
year with national policymakers, including the National
Education Association, the American  Association of School
Administrators, the National  Association  of  State Boards of
Education, the National  School  Boards  Association, and cor-
porate supporters CNA, IBM, and Verizon  Communications,
and consultant Kathleen  Fulton,  to  produce The Guide to
Online High School Courses, a book exploring the issues that must
be addressed when states and school districts design Web-based
classes. These efforts strengthen our aim of doing it right the first
time. Schools do not have the time nor do they have the resources
to endure a painfully long learning curve or to experiment with
untested methods. VHS expertise allows them to hit the ground
running. 

As a non-profit organization, our focus is on providing high-
quality online education to schools, regardless of their size,
wealth, or location. Our greatest strength is our global, coopera-
tive school membership, which provides students and teachers
alike the opportunity to participate in a worldwide community of
learners. Our success as a non-profit is directly related to the suc-
cess of our member schools. 

Through collaboration, we all benefit.

Liz Pape
CEO and Treasurer
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Lewis & Clark’s

Expedition:  

An Interactive

Journey

Course
Description

Participate in the

Lewis and Clark

Expedition of 1804-

1806 which charted

the Louisiana Territory,

acquired by the United

States from France.

Students participating in this unique

NetCourse follow the voyage of the

famed 19th century explorers

Meriwether Lewis and William Clark as

they search for The Northwest Passage.

As part of their journey, students study

maps and how the explorers used them.

Class participants also “meet” historical

figures such as Thomas Jefferson, and

“speak” with him in his Monticello home

about his hopes for the journey. 

As part of their studies, students partici-

pate collaboratively with members of the

course, and group portfolios are com-

bined into a class portfolio, which is

shared with each student’s school and

town library, Lewis and Clark study

groups, and perhaps even the Library of

Congress.

“The skills and knowledge you acquire

will help you appreciate your country a

little more, especially the many brave

explorers who pushed westward into a

vast new territory,” says the Lewis and

Clark NetCourse instructor Tom

Anderson. He adds, “Most people don’t

know that the expedition didn’t just travel

and make maps. They discovered many

plants and animals, and they met, lived

with, and talked to many Native

American tribes of that time. Their jour-

ney set the stage for further discussion

and, unfortunately, strife for the remain-

der of the 19th century. It was a truly

colossal and mind boggling adventure

which changed the course of our

nation’s history.”

A student enrolled in the Lewis and

Clark course wrote, “I never realized

how significant the journals from the

Lewis and Clark expedition could be.

They truly provide massive insight into

the journey as well as significant history

of the society during that time period.”

As we celebrate the bicentennial of

Lewis and Clark’s journey, it is appropri-

ate to reflect on how 21st century tools

allow us to journey into the past to learn

lessons about the future.

“It is important that the people in our nation

remember the history of this expedition, because it

shows how the world has changed in two hundred

years, and how much more we know.”

Jordan, a VHS student



“Hey guys, I will miss you all. I

have come to appreciate you

so much. See, I come from a

tiny school (49 kids in my

class) and we only have your

basic classes. I know I’ve said

it before, but it’s so awesome

to be in a class with people

who want to be in it. So I hope

that some of us keep in touch,

even if it’s a quick email to say

hi. I wish all of you well, and I

hope to meet some of you in

the future in vet school.”

A student in the VHS course “Preveterinary

Medicine”wrote to her classmates on the last

week of class.

3

The Online Course Experience: Evaluation of the Virtual

High School’s Third Year of Implementation, 1999-2000. 

“VHS students acquired the

technology-based reasoning

and communication skills

needed for the 21st century

information society.”   

VHS believes that educational oppor-
tunity need not be limited by barriers of
time and place and lack of qualified faculty.
Rather, we believe that high-quality educa-
tion is possible—today—for all students in
all locations. Online education offers any
school with Internet connectivity a wealth
of trained, experienced faculty members
qualified in numerous disciplines for teach-
ing a wide array of courses designed to meet
the needs of all students. An innovative,
standards-based curriculum delivered
online offers diverse, exciting learning
choices for students, and the opportunity
and skills to participate in a national and
global community. 

VHS believes that online teaching
should augment rather than replace tradi-
tional classroom teaching. The Virtual
High School’s online courses are a proven,
flexible solution for schools needing an
expanded curriculum, teachers seeking new
horizons, parents wanting more involve-
ment with their children’s education, and a
society grappling with ways to offer oppor-
tunity to all its citizens.

VHS believes that the goals of educa-
tion are advanced best by putting value
and service first. When schools work
together in a collaborative network such as
VHS, they become part of an abundant
and generous educational community that
promotes the affordable sharing of profes-
sional resources.

O U R  B E L I E F S

O U R  M I S S I O N

It is the mission of VHS, Inc. to break
down the barriers to quality education for
all. We want to expand educational oppor-
tunity by continuously enriching our cur-
riculum offerings to member schools and
by offering online teachers a wealth of pro-
fessional development courses to expand,
deepen, and improve their instructional
skills. We strive to develop innovative, stu-
dent-centered online courses designed and
delivered to meet and exceed nationally
accepted standards for education. We
believe in spreading the word about the
benefits of online education, while also
relentlessly striving to improve, adapt, and
expand its value to schools, parents, teach-
ers, and students.
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“The jury was strongly impressed by the project’s

cooperative model  that  gives schools access to

resources and training in exchange for them creat-

ing and sharing their own resources online.”

Stockholm Challenge Award 2001, jury statement

V H S  AT  A  G L A N C E

During this 2001-2002 school year,
staff at VHS, Inc. have successfully transi-
tioned Virtual High School from a grant-
funded program to a self-sustaining non-
profit. This was accomplished during many
months of planning prior to VHS Inc.’s
incorporation and implemented before and
during the incorporation. Of primary
importance was communicating informa-
tion about the membership fee and tuition
costs to all the VHS schools in enough time
that schools could budget for these costs.
Through timely communication to school
administrators, VHS was able to retain
nearly two-thirds of the schools that were
participating during the last year of the
grant (2000-2001). This enabled VHS to
maintain a course catalog with a variety of
innovative, rigorous online courses to meet
the needs of its students.

Schools
During the last year of the grant, VHS

continued to provide online professional
development to new teachers interested in
having their schools participate in VHS.
With the addition of the Teachers
Learning Conference (TLC)  and fall and
spring Netcourse Instructional Method-
ologies (NIM) professional development
graduates, VHS had a total school mem-

bership for the 2001-2002 school year of
183 schools offering a total of 134 course
sections. During that transition, a small
number of schools were not able to con-
tinue their participation in Virtual High
School because of budgetary considera-
tions, and school membership dropped
slightly.

Academic Year

99-00 00-01 01-0297-98 98-99

28

30

87

183

Number 

of VHS

Member 

Schools

Ruth Adams, VHS Dean

02“We need to

provide a means

for students to

access, no matter

their zip code, 

the best that

America’s

educational

system can offer.”

232
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2001-2002

183 School Members

134 Course Sections 

3,736 Students 

NetCourses
Over the five years that VHS has been

delivering NetCourses to participating
high school students, the number and vari-
ety of courses has increased from the initial
30 NetCourses that the first group of
teachers designed to a maximum of 156
course sections. From 1997 to 2001, mem-
bership in Virtual High School was sus-
tained through U.S. Department of
Education Technology Innovation
Challenge Grant funding. From the 2000-
2001 school year to the 2001-2002 school
year, Virtual High School transitioned
from grant funding to non-profit opera-
tions. During that transition, a small num-
ber of schools were not able to continue
their participation in Virtual High School
because of budgetary considerations.

Students
The number of students participating

in VHS NetCourses includes both fall and
spring semester students. Most VHS
NetCourses limit enrollment in each
course section to a maximum of 25 stu-
dents. The average class size of VHS
NetCourses is 17 students. During the
2001-2002 school year, although the
number of schools participating in VHS
decreased, the number of students taking
VHS NetCourses increased, as schools
worked to maximize the benefit obtained
from their membership fee. 

134

156

94

37
30

Academic Year

99-00 00-01 01-0297-98 98-99

Number 

of VHS

NetCourses

Academic Year

99-00 00-01 01-0297-98 98-99

3,736
3,675

2,516

943

710

Number 

of Students

VHS Student Erica Quigley

enrolled in the NetCourse

“Entrepreneurship.”  She

became a recipient of

theYoung Entrepreneur of the

Year Award from the National

Foundation for Teaching

Entrepreneurship for

development of a business

concept to create Erica’s

Closet.  “[This] has been my

dream for years.  Now I know

that my dream is established

enough to become a reality.” 

Erica Quigley, VHS Student

Perkiomen Valley High School 



Art History:

Renaissance  to

the Present

Have you ever wanted to learn more

about art history or visit a world-

renowned art museum, but due to loca-

tion or resource limitations were unable

to do so? Students taking the VHS

NetCourse “Art History: Renaissance to

Present” have the opportunity to explore

art from around the world – without leav-

ing their local schools.

Through their “visits” to museums all

over the world, students analyze the

connections between various types of

art that have been created for the past

500 years. As part of their studies, stu-

dents collaborate on an Internet

research project on the art of a non-

Western culture, research an artist from

the past and present a paper to the

class, and find examples of architecture

influenced by the Renaissance in their

local communities.

By taking art history through Virtual High

School, students, including those in rural

areas, are exposed to art in ways not

otherwise possible. This unique blend of

technology and creativity meets a grow-

ing need in these times when arts and

cultural programs are increasingly cut

due to budget constraints. 

“Taking an art history course over the

Internet is more interactive, less imper-

sonal, and ultimately more educational

than the traditional entry level art history

course: a large, dark lecture hall with

someone clicking through slides at the

front of the room,” notes Susan Jarvis,

instructor and developer of the Art

History Netcourse. “In my course,

images of art work appear on an individ-

ual student’s screen. The student can

spend as much time as she or he wants

with each work, zoom in on details,

simultaneously view two different works,

and, at the click of a button, summon up

reams of virtual pages of information on

that one work. Students control their

viewing, their reading, and their own

learning.”

Course
Description

Designed to emulate

a college level survey

course, Art History

visits virtual museums

worldwide and spans

500 years of visual art

and history.

6

“Taking an art history course over the Internet

is more interactive, less impersonal, and

ultimately more educational than the

traditional entry level art history course.” 

Susan Jarvis, VHS instructor
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Awards

Stockholm Challenge 2001 Award

for Education.

Speaking Engagements

National School Board Association

Technology &Learning Conference,

Nov. 7-10, 2001, Atlanta, Georgia.

“Online Classroom, Online

Community,” Liz Pape, Ruth Adams,

Karen Sumaryono.

ASCD Conference, March 9-11, 2002,

San Antonio, Texas. “The Three C’s of

Online Learning: Content, Classroom

and Community,” Liz Pape and Ruth

Adams.

Massachusetts Superintendents’ Technology

Learning Conference, Oct. 3-4, 2001,

Sturbridge, Massachusetts. “Online

Classroom, Online Community,”

Liz Pape, Augusta Patterson, and Ruth

Adams. “Online Professional

Development for Administrators,”

Liz Pape and James Nolan.

Conference Exhibitions

National School Board Association

Technology & Learning Conference,

Nov. 7-10, 2001, Atlanta, Georgia.

New York State Association for Computers

and Technologies in Education, Nov. 18-

20, 2001, Albany, New York. 

Christa McAuliffe Conference, Nov. 27-

29, 2001, Nashua, New Hampshire. 

AASA, Feb. 15-17, 2002, San Diego,

California. 

NASSP, March 1-3, 2002, Atlanta,

Georgia 

ASCD, March 9-11, 2002, San Antonio,

Texas. 

National School Board Association

Conference, April 5-7, 2002, New

Orleans, Louisianna. 

NECC, June 17-19, 2002, San

Antonio, Texas 

Publications

Guide to Online High School Courses, by

the National Education Association,

Virtual High School, Inc., and AASA,

with assistance from CNA Corp., IBM

Corp., NASBE, NSBA, Verizon

Communications.  Kathleen Fulton,

Editor, 2002.

VHS, Inc. Network, a newsletter of the

Virtual High School. Fall 2001.

VHS, Inc. Network, a newsletter of the

Virtual High School. Spring 2002.

A C T I V I T I E S  A N D  A C C O M P L I S H M E N T S
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Writing &

Telecom-

munications:

Write On for

Real

Can real high school Language Arts stu-

dents improve their writing skills, publish

their works, and at the same time, form

partnerships with students from across

the globe? They can, if they are partici-

pants in the Virtual High School

NetCourse Writing and Telecom-

munications: Write on for Real. 

Students in this course engage in collab-

orative, long-distance writing projects

with other students from all over the

world. As Stephen Olivo, instructor of

Writing and Telecommunications, notes,

“The main focus of this course is learn-

ing circles, the brainchild of Dr. Margaret

Riel, University of California at Irvine.

Each of the eight or so international

schools comprising the learning circle

introduces themselves, sends out a

Student Survey, hosts a writing pro-

posal, and addresses topics provided by

their long-distance peers. By the end of

the semester students will see their writ-

ing published in both booklet form and

on the Web."

Natalie, a student enrolled in Writing and

Telecommunication, shared this reflec-

tion – “I do enjoy the writing in here, if

nothing else because it lets me have fun

with the topic. I like that in this class, we

don’t have to take everything seriously, I

can write a love letter to my toes if I

want. It’s the greatest outlet for creativ-

ity! I love writing, it’s so much fun. You

know, I read through the VHS catalog

today, and there are so many really,

really cool classes I wish I could be tak-

ing right now instead of all my regular

classes I’ve taken at school. It’s great."

Course
Description

In this course, “Write”

stands for outstanding

polished essays that

have gone through the

writing process. “Real”

stands for real

audience and real

purpose.

Biotechnology • Building in the New Millennium . . . Databas-
es, That Is! • Business and Personal Law • Business Market-
ing and the Internet • Business Quality Management • Cal-
culus • Calculus for Business • Career Awareness for the
New Millennium • Caribbean Art History • Careers • Censor-
ship in Literature • Chemistry II • Civil Liberties and the Con-
stitution • Computational Science and Engineering Using
Java • Constitutional Law • Contemporary American Poetry
• Contemporary Irish Literature • Creating a Virtual Museum
Exhibit • Creating Art History • Creative Writing for People
Who Mean It • Culture and British Literature • Cultural An-
thropology • Current Issues in American Law and Justice •
CyberReporting • Democracy in America? • Desktop Pub-

“I love writing, it’s

so much fun.”

Susan, VHS Student
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VHS staffing is critical to the success-
ful design and delivery of VHS
NetCourses. This year Ruth Adams joined
VHS as the Dean of Curriculum and
Instruction. Ruth is an Apple
Distinguished Educator, one of 21st
Century Magazine’s Top Twenty
Outstanding Educators, and a Worcester
County, Mass., Woman of Distinction. 

Ruth brings many years of teaching
and educational technology integration
experience to VHS. She has designed and
delivered web-based courses, and has
served as a training facilitator for VHS’s
online teacher training program. Her most
recent position was as the English/
Technology Integration Specialist at
Shrewsbury High School in
Massachusetts. She holds a B.A. from the
University of Massachusetts, and a M.A.T.
from the University of Vermont. Ruth’s
main focus at Virtual High School is to
oversee the course development procedure
for new VHS teachers and courses, the on-
going professional development of existing
VHS teachers, and the delivery quality of
VHS NetCourses.

“I believe that in the future of learning,
there is a need to provide a means for stu-

dents to access, no matter their zip code or
their parents’ income, the best that
America's educational system can offer,”
says Ruth. “There is also a need to allow
students the opportunity to participate in
a global community of learners by actually
being in ‘classrooms’ with students from
around the globe. I am pleased to join
Virtual High School as its Dean as VHS
has proven that it is not simply a dream to
harness the power of the Internet to ensure
equal access to quality, challenging courses
for all students—it is a reality.”

V H S  D E A N
“Here at Hudson High School

students are offered an

alternative to the ordinary

classroom environment. . . .

The attraction to VHS lies in

the variety of courses

available, student

independence, and a step

away from the traditional

classroom. Each year, as

schedules are being finalized

and classes chosen, there is a

natural draw towards VHS.

Like most high schools,

Hudson High cannot possibly

offer courses in every area of

student interest. However, VHS

presents a wide spectrum of

academic possibilities. From

the convenience of a school

computer-lab or from home,

courses can be taken in

anything from Aeronautics to

Music Composition.”

From the Hudson High School,

Massachusetts, “Program

Announcement for Parents,” 

by Sam Blazar, VHS Student.

“Good teachers want and need to

constantly improve their skills.

They know they need to learn

updated teaching methods and

adapt to evolving times.”

Ruth Adams, VHS Dean



Revenue

Expenditures

VHS, Inc.  became operational on
October 1, 2001, upon the scheduled
completion of the Virtual High School’s
U.S. Department of Education
Technology Innovation Challenge Grant.
Expenditures for this fiscal year are only
for the nine-month period ending June 30,
2002. Prior to October 1, 2001, all VHS-
related expenses were grant funded. 

An extension to the VHS Technology
Innovation Challenge Grant received by
Hudson Public Schools of Masschusetts
and The Concord Consortium supported
spending for transition costs related to
VHS, Inc. This allowed the Virtual High
School to become a self-sustaining entity,
to provide additional professional develop-
ment for more VHS teachers, to dissemi-
nate information about VHS, Inc., and to
provide online learning. 

It is anticipated that in future years
expenses for professional development and
dissemination will be incurred by VHS,
Inc.

Expenses Paid 
by Hudson Public Schools 

and The Concord Consortium 
Under the TIC Grant

F I N A N C I A L  S U M M A R Y

$40,888 Conferences & Meetings

$7,872 Professional Services

$16,000 Occupancy

$795,310 Membership Fees

$359,799 Professional Development Tuition

$7,223 Interest

$421,667 Program Services

$165,893 Supporting Services

Consultant Services $122,314

Salaries & Benefits $90,697

$45,068 Supplies
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T H E  F U T U R E

As a leader in online education, our

challenge in the coming year is to exceed

our already high standards for success, by

pushing the envelope in the areas of course

design and delivery standards, online ped-

agogy, online student assessment, teacher

professional development, and teacher cer-

tification.  Where we lead, others follow.

Our country is in a critical period of edu-

cational reassessment, and many educators

and parents are looking for innovation and

demonstrated achievement. These goals

may at first seem contradictory, but VHS

has proven in its six year history that they

go hand-in-hand.

A goal of the coming year is to increase

the number of VHS member schools. By

sharing the overall cost of operation more

widely among a greater number of mem-

ber schools, we can economize the cost to

individual member schools. Attracting

additional schools will also increase the

variety of courses we can offer students.

Imposing demands have been placed on

schools in the coming years to improve the

measurable success of students. VHS

started out as an experiment, and it has

turned into an innovation with a reliable

success record. We are committed to work-

ing with our member schools—who are

the backbone of our success and the source

of our inspiration—to build a valuable

program that addresses their current

needs. With this in mind, in the coming

year we will increase the number of

Advanced Placement courses, including

biology, calculus, economics, and German,

as well as continuing to offer AP Statistics.

We are also excited to announce that

VHS will be a development site for

International Baccalaureate courses.

During 2002 we had several meetings with

International Baccalaureate organization

staff, during which VHS was selected to

develop online IB courses. We will be

piloting the development of these courses

during the 2002-2003 school year, and we

are looking forward to adding IB courses

to the 2003-2004 course offerings.

In the coming year we will work with

the U.S. Department of Education to hold

a forum addressing the trends, needs, and

policy issues facing virtual schools and

online learning. At the same time, VHS

will be developing online summer school

courses for credit recovery, and enrichment

and preparation courses for advanced

courses. We also will be increasing the

number of online professional develop-

ment courses for VHS teachers, as well as

continuing to refine our professional

growth model. Good education continues

to be about the relationship between

teachers and students. VHS will continue

to improve that relationship. Online edu-

cation, when designed and delivered with

care and high expectations, can enhance

communication between students and

teachers, as well as among students. VHS

students frequently say they feel more

comfortable expressing themselves in

online class discussions, where disability,

social status, racial and even gender differ-

ences are not as evident as they would be

in a traditional classroom.

“It is important for students in

a small school district to

realize that although the

school has few students and

teachers, it can still achieve

excellence. Out students have

become aware of this through

many different VHS courses, in

many different disciplines.” 

Marilyn Dewar

VHS Site Coordinator

Millis High School, Massachusetts

continued next page
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As research continues to demonstrate

the educational benefits of student partic-

ipation in online courses, the discussion

becomes more about quality education

and less about technology. The medium is

no longer the message when it comes to

VHS. The medium is the means by which

schools can reach their educational goals;

the means by which teachers can focus on

individual student learning; the means by

which students get excited about learning;

the means by which parents are confident

that their children are getting the best pos-

sible education, regardless of their geo-

graphic location.

In the coming year we plan to spread

the word about online education and

increase awareness and acceptance of it as

a viable partner within the education

community. VHS member schools are

now in 24 states and ten countries (and

growing), proving that learning can hap-

pen anytime and anywhere.

In the years ahead, global citizenry

skills will become increasingly important.

The Internet makes it possible to break

down geographic barriers to communica-

tion, and proliferate cross-border

exchange of ideas. Teachers can collabo-

rate nationwide—as well as worldwide—

on best practices, and students can explore

new subject areas and engage experts (sci-

entists and other professionals as well as

other students) in a field through direct

communication. The opportunity to be

part of a global community of learners is a

precious gift right now, but we may find

in the future that it is a necessity. VHS is

leading the way.

T H E  F U T U R E  c o n t i n u e d

02“Students nowadays live and play

in Internet time, with access to

resources any time, any place.

Now they can learn in Internet

time too.”

Liz Pape, VHS CEO



VHS, Inc. is audited annually by an
independent auditor. The audit report is

mailed to Board Members and made
available to others. If you would like a
copy of the audit report by Greenberg,

Rosenblatt, Kull & Bitsoli, P.C., 
please write or call:

Liz Pape, Treasurer
VHS, Inc.

3 Clock Tower Place
Suite 100A

Maynard, Massachusetts  
01754

You can also download our annual report
at our website:  www.goVHS.org

TELEPHONE
978-897-1900

FAX 
978-897-9839

“Thank you for helping me

with my dream.” 

VHS Student

Founded by The Concord Consortium and Hudson Public Schools of Massachusetts
© 2002



101 Ways to Write a Short Story  • A Lifetime of Health & Fitness • A Model United Nations Simulation 

Internet • A Shakespeare Who-Dun-It • Academic Writing • Aeronautics and Space Travel • Algebra an

Algebra for the Rest of Us: It's Not Just a Formula Section 1 • Algebra I • Algebra II • American Foreign

American History • American Music Heritage • American Popular Music • Anatomy & Physiology  • AP 

Calculus AB • AP Economics • AP European History • AP German • AP Physics C • AP Statistics • Aqua

Science • Architecture • Around the World in 80 Days • Art and the Internet • Art History • Artists and th

Century • Astronomy • Aviation 101 • Aviation History • Basic Chemistry • Beyond Today • Bioethics Sy

Biology • Biology II • Biotechnology • Building in the New Millennium . . . Databases, That Is! • Business 

Personal Law • Business Marketing and the Internet • Business Quality Management • Calculus • Calc

Business • Career Awareness for the New Millennium • Caribbean Art History • Careers • Censorship i

Chemistry II • Civil Liberties and the Constitution • Computational Science and Engineering Using Jav

Constitutional Law • Contemporary American Poetry • Contemporary Irish Literature • Creating a Virt

Exhibit • Creating Art History • Creative Writing for People Who Mean It • Culture and British Literature

Anthropology • Current Issues in American Law and Justice • CyberReporting • Democracy in Americ

Publishing • DNA Technology • Earth 2020 • Earth Dynamics • Eastern and Western Thought • Econom

Economics and Free Enterprise • Electricity and Electronics • Employability Skills • Engineering Princ

English 10 • English 9 • Entrepreneurship • Environmental Chemistry • Environmental Science • Enviro

Science-The World Around Us • Epidemics • Ethics and Environmental Chemistry • Evolution and the 

Science • Expanding Artistic Vision Through Photography • Explorando culturas hispanas a través de

Exploration of American Literature and History in the 1920s • Exploring the International Business W

Exploring Themes in African-American Literature • Film and Literature • Folklore and Literature of My

and Ritual • Fractals • Genes and Disease • Geology • German Cyber Adventure (Deutsches Cyberabe

Ghoulies, Ghosties, and Long-Legged Beasties • Gods of CNN • Health • Hearts of Darkness • Heroes • 

Journalism • History • History and Biography • History and Pop Music • History and the Silver Screen • 

Mathematics • History of Photography • Human Anatomy And Physiology • If You Build It, Will It Stand?

Structures & Understanding  Stress OLD • Informal Geometry: A Construction Approach • Information

Issues • Integrated Mechanical Physics with Logical Reasoning • Intermediate Accounting • Internatio

Diplomacy • Introduction to Computer Programming • Introduction to HTML • Introduction to Java Prog

Introduction to Local Government • Introduction to Microbiology • Introduction to Programming in Visu

Introduction to the Human Body • Invertebrate Biology • Investing in the Stock Market • Is Romance De

Programming Basics for the Internet • Kindergarten Apprentice Teacher • Learning to Invest in the Sto

Lewis and Clark's Expedition • Life Decisions Made using Probability • Life, the Universe, and Everyth

Literature Meets Nature • Literature of Charles Dickens • Literature of the Vietnam War Era • Logic, De

Reasoning and Proof • Math in the Real World: Measuring the Earth • Math You Can Use In College • Ma

Models with Applications • Mathematical Problem Solving and Deductive Reasoning • Mathematical R

and Logic • Mathematics and Technology Connections • Meeting America on the Appalachian Trail • M

Mighty Mathematicians • Military History and Theory • Modern Classics, Living Authors • Multicultura

Music Appreciation and Composition • Music Composition and Arranging • Music Listening and Critiq

Theater History • Mythology • Nuclear Physics • Number Theory • Number Theory Section 1 • Parentin

Twenty-First Century • Peacemaking • Pearl Harbor to the Atomic Bomb • Personal Finance • Perspec

Health • Perspectives in Health Section 1 • Poetry Writing • Poet: The Voice of the People is Their Poet

Science Honors • Practical Law • Preveterinary Medicine • Programming a Robot Arm Using Visual Ba

Sail • Psychology - An Introduction • Psychology II • Rising Entrepreneurs • Satire Through the Ages •

Screenwriting Fundamentals • Shakespeare in Films • Solving the Puzzle of English Grammar • Space

On-Line • Spanish 5 • Survey of African American Literature/History • Technology and Multimedia • Te

Make the Grade • The Holocaust • The Sunday New York Times • The Vietnam War • Theme Park Mana

Interdisciplinary Study of Event Based Science • Three Tracks To Latin • Time, Space, and Other Thing

Environmental Science • AP French Language • AP Physics B • AP Spanish • Information Technology fo

Society • Reading and Writing the Science Fiction Short Story • To Kill a Mockingbird • Twentieth Centu

Authors • Unconventional Authors • United States Government Issues • United States History Honors 

• Visual Basic • Visual Basic 6.0 • Web Design and Internet Research • Web Design  • Web Design: Web 

Great Scientists • WebQuest • Western Cultural Humanities • Who Can You Believe? Emerging Topics 

World Area Studies  • World Conflict, a United Nations Introduction • World Literature • World Religions

Virtual High School
3 Clock Tower Place, Suite 100A

Maynard, MA 01754

Phone: (978) 897-1900
Fax: (978) 897-9839

www.goVHS.org

Where we lead, others follow.


